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Samantha Hearn first began playing violin at the age of four under the instruction of Mr. 

Moshe Neumann.  During her time with him, Samantha performed as a soloist with the Kfar 
Shmaryahu Orchestra in Israel.  At the age of eleven, Samantha began studying with Mr. Uri 
Lavi.  Under his guidance, Samantha won the Keren Sheret Scholarship, was accepted into the 
Young Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra as associate concertmaster, was awarded several 
scholarships from the Tivon Conservatory, and was accepted into the Huberman Violin Program 
for outstanding violinists in Israel. At the age of fourteen, Samantha began taking lessons from 
Haggai Shaham, and was accepted into the Jerusalem School of Music Chamber 
Program.  During this time, Samantha was involved in a quartet under the coaching of Zvi 
Carmeli.  Samantha was also involved in an orchestra collaboration for peace in Nazareth, Israel 
and in 2014, was accepted into the Bnei Hakibutzim orchestra, conducted by Uri Chen.  In 2015, 
Samantha traveled with the Beni Hakibutzim orchestra to Wesel, Germany as a soloist and 
became concertmaster of Bnei Hakibutzim in 2015 until her graduation.   

In 2016, Samantha was accepted into the Youth Orchestra in Eilat, Israel, and traveled 
with them to Moscow, Russia as a soloist.  While in Russia, Samantha competed in a 
competition with the orchestra and received second place in the competition.  In 2018, after 
graduating, Samantha began studying violin with Dr. Miroslav Hristov.  In the month of August, 
Samantha began her freshman year at the University of Tennessee.  Freshman year, she received 
the concertmaster position in the Symphony Orchestra at the University of Tennessee and won 
the Competition of Excellence with a solo performance of the Bruch violin concerto, third 
movement. 

 In November of 2019 she competed in the MTNA String Competition and received First 
Alternate Winner; she received the same award in December of 2020.  Samantha competed with 
the Aulos String Quartet as the first violinist in January 2021 and advanced to the finals of the 
MTNA Ensemble Competition. Samantha, 21, is currently pursuing her BM in Violin 
Performance, under Dr. Miroslav Hristov.  


