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Therese Slatter is a candidate for the Doctor of Musical Arts degree at the University of 

Missouri-Kansas City, where she is a student of Joseph Genualdi. A native of North Carolina, 

Therese began her violin studies at the age of three; she later added viola to her musical studies 

at age ten. Her early teachers and mentors include Dr. Mary Frances Boyce, José Bastardes, 

Yoram Youngerman, and Peter Slowik. Therese attended the University of North Carolina 

School of the Arts for her final two years of high school, where she studied violin with Joseph 

Genualdi and chamber music with Sheila Browne and Brooks Whitehouse.   

  Ms. Slatter completed her Bachelor of Music, Bachelor of Arts in Spanish, and Master of  

Music degrees at the University of Iowa. While in Iowa, Therese studied violin with Katie 

Wolfe, viola with Christine Rutledge, and chamber music with Elizabeth Oakes. She was 

awarded first prize in the University of Iowa’s Chamber Music Competition in 2015, and she 

was a finalist in the UI Concerto Competition in 2017. During her master’s studies, Therese 

received an assistantship to serve as the violist for the Center for New Music; directed by Dr. 

David Gompper, this ensemble emphasizes the commission and performance of new 

compositions.   

  Therese is an avid orchestral and chamber musician who finds great inspiration through 

making music with her colleagues. She currently performs with the Topeka Symphony Orchestra 

and the Conservatory Symphony Orchestra at UMKC. Prior to moving to Kansas City, Therese 

frequently served as concertmaster of the UI Symphony Orchestra, and she was employed by the 

Waterloo-Cedar Falls Symphony Orchestra and the Muscatine Symphony Orchestra. Before 

beginning her doctoral studies in 2019, Therese was the violist of the Terra Quartet, a string 

quartet dedicated to performing new works by young composers in the early stages of their 

careers. While at the University of Iowa, the Terra Quartet played in masterclasses for the JACK 

Quartet, Cavani Quartet, Chiara Quartet, and Jupiter Quartet. They were privileged to premiere 



works by Jeremy Maas, Jin Won Kim, and Zachery Meier at the University of Michigan’s 

Midwest Composers Symposium in 2017.  

  After completing her doctoral studies, Therese looks forward to teaching at the collegiate 

level and continuing her career as a chamber and orchestral musician. In her spare time, she 

enjoys spending time with her beagle, Callie, and baking desserts.    


